The burrows were usually about ten feet in length, seldom if ever straight, but with one or two sudden turns to the right or left, the nest sometimes being but two feet from the entrance though at the end of a ten foot burrow. Few of the nests were over eighteen inches below the surface, the burrows being for the most part nearly horizontal, and the loose nature of the soil made walking
Anthony, Nesting-Habits of Shear-waters.^4 9
anything but a pleasure, as one constantly broke through into tunnels, the exact location of which it was impossible to determine. With the smaller young I often found one of the parents, but they were as frequently alone. The burrows were all confined to the higher parts of the island -about 500 feet above the sea, where they were dug among the bunches of thick, tangled grass, and were well scattered, a dozen or so being a large colony.
The burrows were not so deep or long as were those of P. From many of the holes came moans and sobs in soft low
